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(No Longer A) 

S i lent Night 
Composed by Franz Gruber 

Savaged (w ith apolog ises) by Jock McKenz ie 
 
 
 

4 :00 Minutes 
 

4 Trumpets 
1 Horn in F 
3 Trombones 
1 Euphon ium 

1 Tuba 
4 Percuss ion (Opt ional)  

 
Percussion section requires: Drum Kit, Bongos, Tambourine and Cowbell  

 
Alternative transposed parts for Eb Soprano Cornet, Eb Tenor Horn, Bb Trombone, Euphonium or Baritone in Treble Clef 

and Eb & Bb Bass in Treble Clef are automatically included in both hard copy and download formats. 
 

If you require additionally transposed parts, please drop me an email at info@superbrass.co.uk 

 
All R ights Reserved 

 

 



  

 
Programme Notes 

This carol (one the most popular in the world) was composed in 1818 by Franz Gruber to words by 
Joseph Mohr. It was first performed on Christmas Eve 1818. This took place in St Nicholas parish 

church in the village of Oberndorf near Salzburg, Austria. A popular (but spurious) tale tells how 
the priest Joseph Mohr, whilst making preparations for the Christmas Eve mass, found the church 
organ to be not working. This supposedly was caused by rats having chewed through the leather 
bellows of the organ. Joseph Mohr, having previously written the words presented them to Franz 
Gruber (a local schoolmaster and organist) in the hope that he could set them to music ready for 

use that same day, but on guitar rather than the broken organ. It is Gruber’s distinctive melody and 
simple harmonic accompaniment that has allowed this carol to become so enduring. 

My arrangement seeks to turn the serene beauty of this carol on its head ! 
 

Jock McKenzie 
Jock McKenzie studied trumpet at the Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester where he was a 

joint recipient of the college’s concerto prize. Since 1987 Jock has based his musical career in 
Hampshire, working as a freelance trumpeter, conductor, composer, arranger and brass teacher. 

Currently Jock holds the position of Professional Leader (Brass) for Hampshire Music Service and is 
the Director of the Hampshire County Youth Band. It is the mix of all of these musical roles that 

has led to Jock establishing a reputation as a leading creator of brass music resources, particularly 
in the field of education and brass ensemble music. 

  
Superbrass Music 

Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions 
and arrangements for brass and percussion. 

Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest 
quality. 

Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 
A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 

ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 
The future is in your hands. 

Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 
 

If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at 
info@superbrass.co.uk 

Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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Silent Night

Composed by Franz Gruber & Joseph Mohr

Savaged (with apologises) by Jock McKenzie

Edited by Roger Argente
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